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Following global trends towards sustainable rural development, increasing attention to
the countryside and its regeneration and the strategic national policy of Rural Revitalisation,
Hong Kong also launched its recent countryside conservation policy advocating remote
village revitalisation. With growing involvement in Hong Kong's rural revitalisation, the
School of Architecture, The Chinese University of Hong Kong is delighted to host the
Rural Revitalisation Symposium 2023 together with the Wu Zhi Qiao (Bridge to China)
Charitable Foundation. The Symposium brings together over 20 experts from Hong Kong,
mainland China, Australia, Japan and overseas to present their latest research, projects and
academic insights, and to deliberate on pertinent topics including rural rebuilding, rural
settlements and landscapes, rural policy and planning, rural engagement and community
building and more.

The Symposium is accompanied by the Xue Wu Zhi Annual Interflow Camp (21-25
August), a 5-day event connecting students from Hong Kong and the Mainland visiting the
rural project sites of our School of Architecture research team together with symposium
scholars.

As the inaugural event of the CUHK Faculty of Social Science 50th Anniversary
celebrations, the Symposium is officially opened by our Faculty Dean Chiu Chi Yue. We
will take this opportunity to showcase CUHK's strength in urban-rural studies and action
research, aiming to explore ways forward for Hong Kong’s rural revitalisation. This includes
forming a university network for urban-rural alliance based in CUHK and setting up an
international research and exchange platform for top researchers in the field.
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Prof. CHIU Chi Yue
Choh-Ming Li Professor of Psychology
Dean of Social Science, CUHK
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Flows around a rural community, a limpid river

Look peaceful, things in the village on a long summer day
Since going and coming to the hall, swallows

Close to each other; gulls in the water

This poem, written by Du Fu, depicts a rural community. The village,
remote from the cities it is. Yet, it offers urbanites a world of tranquility
and closeness to Nature.

Kudos to the School of Architecture of the CUHK and the WZQ
Charitable Foundation for organising this symposium, which prioritises
the agenda of rural revitalisation! This symposium will put our heads
together to nourish the growth of rural sensitivity that has benefitted
our body, mind, heart and soul.

| wish you a very stimulating and impactful symposium!

This year, our Faculty of Social Science celebrates its 50th birthday. May
this symposium resonate with our Faculty’s mission, which is to inspire
good ideas and deeds that confer meaning and significance to human
existence!

Best wishes,
CY Chiu
Dean of Social Science, CUHK

Dr Chiu Chi Yue is currently Dean of Social Science and Choh-Ming
Li Professor of Psychology at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
He received his PhD from Columbia University (New York). He was
previously Associate Dean of Social Sciences and Head of Psychology at
the University of Hong Kong, Professor of Psychology at the University
of lllinois, and Professor of Management and Marketing at Nanyang
Technological University. Professor Chiu's research covers the social
psychology of education, culture and psychological processes, human
motivation and intergroup dynamics. After joining the Chinese University
of Hong Kong, he established the Center for Positive Social Science and
started to promote systematic, innovative and science-informed positive
education in the primary and secondary schools in Hong Kong.
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Prof. Hendrik TIEBEN
Director, School of Architecture, CUHK
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The School of Architecture at CUHK is pleased to host the Rural
Revitalisation Symposium 2023 in collaboration with the Wu Zhi Qiao
Charitable Foundation. With this symposium the School continues its long
engagement with rural conditions in Hong Kong and mainland China, while
presenting our School's research group dedicated to rural revitalization
in Hong Kong and beyond. The renewed interest in rural conditions
coincides with a range of pressing issues and related initiatives, such as
UN Habitat's Urban-Rural Linkages programme. In mainland China, we
can observe a series of new and ambitious projects. Here in Hong Kong,
the planning of the Northern Metropolis offers a unique opportunity to
redefine the relationship between new urban expansion and a rich natural
ecology and long-established rural culture. Nearby, in Hong Kong's
country parks, we can observe the emergence of new approaches of
rural regeneration projects, supported by the Countryside Conservation
Funding Scheme. With the symposium and the new research group, the
School aims to provide a platform for the further development of such
approaches, through an open exchange with international, regional and
local partners. On behalf of the School of Architecture, | express my
gratitude to all contributing guests for their valuable insights and the Wu
Zhi Qiao Charitable Foundation for its generous support.

Hendrik Tieben is an urban designer, researcher, and educator devoted to
the creation of sustainable, healthy, and inclusive cities. He is a Professor and
Director of the School of Architecture at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong (CUHK). Over the last years, he developed a series of public space
and placemaking projects to empower local communities. The projects
have been featured in international publications and exhibitions. During
the pandemic he developed with the Journal of Public Space the project
“2020: A Year without Public Space under the COVID |9 Pandemic” with
over 100 speakers from six continents. Most recently, Hendrik Tieben,
has been one of the curators of the Transformative Hong Kong exhibition,
representing the city at the | 8th Architecture Biennale in Venice 2023.
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Striking a balance between urban development and
countryside conservation towards urban-rural symbiosis is a
vision as well as a challenge. Whilst we treasure the beautiful
countryside as well as its invaluable natural environment and
biodiversity that we wish the public can immerse and enjoy,
we have to take careful measures to protect them from
being too exploited that may deface or even destroy their
values that we treasure.

The tripartite collaboration amongst the Government,
Community, and Local Villagers is the key to achieve
the balance, with joint efforts and wisdom contributed
interactively in different initiatives and projects. As a
coordinator and facilitator from the Government, the
Countryside Conservation Office (CCO) plays a pivotal
role in concerting conservation efforts from different
fronts. By staying innovative, experimental and proactive,
we will strive to work towards a balance in reviving
villages and enhancing accessibility to the natural beauty
of the countryside, whilst maintaining the tranquility and
indigenous culture of the villages as well as protecting
the natural environment and enhancing its biodiversity.

| will share with you our four major tasks ahead, and
would welcome your comments and suggestions to
make our work better: *

» Proactive Conservation Plan — Develop strategic
plans for target countryside areas to coordinate
different conservation efforts in a systematic and
comprehensive way. A BALANCE in capturing
creative minds from the community whilst having
concerted efforts towards the same end.

* Laymen’s Licensing Guide for Food and
Guesthouse Businesses — Optimize licensing
requirements and streamline application procedures
for food and guesthouse businesses, taking into account
the special nature and limitations of remote countryside,
to bring in sustainable economy and vibrancy to the
remote villages. A balance in upholding safety and
hygiene standards whilst respecting their limitations.

Prof. Stephen TANG Man Bun, BBS
Head, Countryside Conservation Office

BXWHER MEREPAZTRE

Countryside Conservation - A Balancing Act
BBREMFEEZE

* Advancing Net Zero (ANZ) — “Carbon footprint
reduction” is not just a motto, but can be achieved in
our countryside. This can be demonstrated through
the Lai Chi Wo Eco-Smart Public Toilet, which will be
Hong Kong's first building achieving the world standard
of ‘Advancing Net Zero”, just completed and will be in
operation soon. A BALANCE in building more with less.

» Smart Technology — In order to enhance precision,
efficiency and effectiveness of countryside conservation
efforts, latest smart technology will be deployed in data
collection and analysis, environmental monitoring,
remote sensing and interactive responses for village
management and nature conservation. A BALANCE
in using new technology to preserve old treasures.

Professor Stephen Tang Man Bun, BBS

An architect with over 40 years of experience in
architecture, urban planning and design. He is a former
Deputy Director of Architectural Services and Past
President of the Hong Kong Institute of Urban Design, and
is committed to improving the standard of public buildings
and the quality of the living environment.

Prior to joining the Countryside Conservation Office,
Professor Tang took a keen interest in the conservation
of historic buildings and the urban environment, and was
involved in a number of local architectural projects and the
coordination of urban planning initiatives, including serving
as Senior Design Consultant for the Hong Kong Palace
Museum, Government Architect for Conserving Central
and Head of the Kai Tak Office.

Professor Tang graduated from the University of Hong
Kong with a degree in Architecture and taught as a Visiting
Professor for over 10 years, and studied at the University
of California, Berkeley and Tsinghua University in Beijing.
He was awarded the Bronze Bauhinia Star in 2016 and has
been appointed Head of the Countryside Conservation
Office of the Environment and Ecology Bureau of the
HKSAR Government since December 2020.
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Prof. WONG Kam-sing, GBS, JP
Chairman, Wu Zhi Qiao (Bridge to China) Charitable Foundation
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Bridging the Way to Rural Revitalization
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Professor WONG Kam Sing, GBS, |P

Professor Wong is currently Chairman of Wu Zhi
Qiao (Bridge to China) Charitable Foundation,
Distinguished Department of Architecture Fellow
at The University of Hong Kong, and Honorary
Professor at Hong Kong Chu Hai College. Since the
1990s, Wong has become a registered architect and
developed expertise on sustainable architecture.
He also volunteered in community service as
the Founder Chairman of the Environment and
Sustainable Development Committee of the
Hong Kong Institute of Architects, Chairman of
the Professional Green Building Council, Vice
Chairman of the Hong Kong Green Building
Council, etc. In 2012-22, he was appointed as
the Secretary for the Environment, Hong Kong
SAR Government. During his ten-year tenure as
the Secretary for the Environment, he launched a
number of sustainability policy blueprints, leading
Hong Kong towards carbon neutrality. In 2017, he
also initiated the public policy on rural revitalisation
in the remote countryside areas of Hong Kong.
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In response to the prevalent problem of vacant
traditional rural houses and the increasingly severe
issue of education and growth for left-behind children,
a team composed of professionals in architecture,
education, social work, and other fields was assembled
to transform an abandoned adobe house, which had
been vacant for many vears, into a children’s library.
The construction was organized and guided by on-
site architects and social workers deployed by the
team, working in collaboration with local villagers and
craftsmen. Currently, the operation of the library adopts
amodel that combines mutual assistance among villagers
and volunteer services provided by social workers.
This nearly zero-cost approach ensures the smooth
operation of the library and gradually becomes a space
where local left-behind children can acquire knowledge,
broaden their horizons, and interact and grow together
with children from urban areas.

Mu Jun

Architect, professor and executive dean of School of
Architecture and Urban Planning at Beijing University
of Civil Engineering and Architecture. He received his
PhD degree from the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
He is also the branch director of the UNESCO Chair in
Earth Architecture, the chief representative of Wu Zhi
Qiao (Bridge to China) Charitable Foundation Beijing
Representative Office, and member of Sustainable
Development Goals Committee of International
Union of Architects. Prof Mu's specialty is in Ecological
Architectural Design and currently focuses on earthen
architecture and rural sustainable development.

Prof. MU Jun
School of Architecture & Urban Planning, Beijing University of
Civil Engineering & Architecture
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Heritage and Revitalization:
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Prof. HUANG Yinwu
School of Design, Shanghai Jiao Tong University
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When History Meets the Future: Sustainable
Rural Practice in Shaxi
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Shaxi Rehabilitation Project, a Sino-Swiss cooperation, is
a comprehensive rural sustainable development practice
based on cultural heritage conservation. In addition
to reactivating the historical space and promoting
the reconstruction of local cultural confidence, the
project also provides a method to understand the local
vernacular construction. The Shaxi practice integrates
the seemingly disparate logic of conservation and
development through value consensus, transforming
the respect for historical traditions into a conscious
awareness of future culture.

Huang Yinwu

Associate Professor at Shanghai Jiao Tong University.
He graduated from Southeast University and worked at
both Southeast University and Nanjing University before
pursuing postgraduate studies at the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology and the University of Hong Kong.
Since 2003, he has been leading the Shaxi Rehabilitation
Project, working in rural areas for decades. His work
covers a wide range of areas including rural planning,
architectural design, conservation design, landscape
design, display design, charity fund management,
construction organisation and management, etc. His
design practice emphasises continuity and openness in
the spatial and historical dimensions while focusing on
the mutuality between quality design and enjoyable
life. He also explores material localisation and technical
feasibility.
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Prof. ZHOU Tiegang
School of Civil Engineering, Xian University of Architecture &
Technology
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Research and Practice on the Structural Safety
of Traditional Dwellings in Western China
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This paper begins by introducing the architectural
style, structural form and construction characteristics of
traditional rural dwellings in western China, followed by
analysis of safety issues associated with traditional rural
dwellings. Principles, methods and technological paths
for enhancing the safety performance of traditional
rural dwellings in light of national policies on poverty
alleviation, rural revitalization strategies and practical
needs will be discussed. Personal experiences, technical
research, social practices and reflections on dwelling
safety for low-income groups over the past decade will
also be shared.

Zhou Tiegang

Zhou Tiegang is professor and doctoral supervisor of
the School of Civil Engineering, Xian University of
Architecture and Technology. He is also a member of
the Building Engineering Seismic Design Committee and
the Rural Housing and Town Construction Committee
of the Science and Technology Commission of the
Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development.
Furthermore, he serves as the Director of the
Research Center for Rural Building Safety and Disaster
Prevention in Shanxi Province, as well as the leader of
the Technical Expert Group for Rural Dilapidated House
Reconstruction in Shanxi Province. Professor Zhou has
dedicated himself to the fields of rural building safety and
disaster prevention, rural craftsman training, and design
services for rural areas.
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The distinction between urban and rural areas is no
longer rooted in the notions of development versus
underdevelopment or affluence versus poverty, but
embodies two captivating living modes, within which
individuals are free to choose their ideal dwelling place
based on their personal life attitudes and preferences,
seeking a warm sanctuary to nourish their souls.

MU jun

TIraditional dwellings and vulnerable communities need
to be taken care of for rural revitalisation and future
development of rural areas. ZHOU Tiegang

The rural future is rooted in values from
history, differentiated by variation in
cognition, and promised by urban-rural
integration. HUANG Yinwu
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Prof. DAN Wenhong
Guizhou Normal University
BXAIHE SMmE AR

Strategies and Practices for Rural Revitalization
Based on Village-participated Utilization of
Village Heritage

E AR AN F A R 2 a0 R SRS B

Village heritage is a vivid testimony of human agricultural
history, an important foundation for future human social
development as well as a treasure for all human beings.
Sustainable development in society would “respect”
the local knowledge system of the village heritage,
the wisdom of survival and cultural diversity that adapt
to nature, utilizing such knowledge in the form of
rural tourism, cultural & creative industries with local
characteristics and ecological museums, etc. Respecting
villagers' identity as ‘“heritage owners” and local
knowledge systems and designing heritage utilization
projects that enable their participation and benefit are
important rural revitalization strategies for heritage
villages such as Wudong Village and Long Horn Village
in Guizhou, and Magi Village in Gansu.

Dan Wenhong

Former professor of Guizhou Normal University, a
Ph.D. of Paris Nanterre University, a member of the
Chinese Anthropology Society, a member of the Rural
Planning and Construction Professional Committee of
the Urban Planning Society of China and a member
of the Agricultural Cultural Heritage Professional
Committee of the Chinese Agricultural Association.
Since 2007, she has been researching the protection
and utilization of cultural heritage in Guizhou Province
based on the Guizhou Ecological Museum Construction
and Improvement Project, focusing on the path, model
and industrialization direction of the protection and
utilization of village heritage “in the place and in the
village”. Since 2016, Prof Dan undertook the task of
national third-party assessment of poverty eradication
and was awarded the title of advanced individual of
Guizhou Province in poverty eradication in 2020.
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Prof. LI Limin

College of Architecture, Xian University of Architecture and

Technology
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FUHEIHIR ALEENIARBEREDR

Hierarchical Protection Methods and
Techniques for Characteristic Villages
FrBA Y BARRE 7 A R

This paper discusses the hierarchical protection methods
and techniques of “characteristic villages”, targeting
protection problems such as prevailing development
trends vis-a-vis the disappearance of characteristics of
villages and towns. We shall excavate active factors and
internal operating mechanisms, and use the continuous
protection approach, local protection methods and
dynamic inheritance paths to explore the characteristic
spatial genes of the macro (landscape), meso
(settlement) and micro (architecture) multi-level systems
of characteristic villages and towns. The characteristic
factors and control variables contained in them are
analyzed to realize the coordinated development of
inheritance protection and construction innovation.

Li Limin

Associate professor and master tutor, College of
Architecture, Xian University of Architecture and
Technology. She has conducted international academic
exchanges with universities and research institutes in
Japan, the United States, Austria and Germany. Prof
Li's main research direction is the study of rural human
settlement environment. She has guided students to
win |8 national and provincial level awards around the
theme of rural revitalization, presided over 9 national
and provincial level projects such as the |3th Five-Year
National Key research and development Plan, won | |
provincial level research awards and published 2 books
and nearly 30 papers.
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The concept of an inextricable link between landscape,
people and intangible heritage is, for me, profoundly
compelling. It informs the contextual theme and inquiry
inherent in my paper with some emphasis on landscape —
the cultural landscape —as the setting for people’s everyday
lives, their activities, memories and sense of identity.
Critical in this relationship are the intangible associative
meanings and heritage values that landscape invokes,
reflecting the inseparable link between landscape setting
(countryside), settlements and people. In this context
cultural landscapes reflect the interactions between
people and their natural environment over space and
time mirror the cultures which created them. A cultural
landscape is, therefore, a complex phenomenon with a
tangible and intangible identity. The intangible component
arises from people’s values which have an impact on the
perceptions and shaping of a landscape so that “cultural
landscapes mirror the cultures which created them”.
(Plachter and Réssler in von Droste et al. 1995:15).

Ken Taylor AM

Ken Taylor is an Honorary Professor, Centre for
Heritage and Museum Studies, Research School
of Humanities and Arts at The Australian National
University, Canberra, Australia; Emeritus Professor of
Landscape Architecture at the University of Canberra;
Visiting Professor, International Program In Architectural
Heritage Management and Tourism, Silpakorn University,
Bangkok. He has published nationally and internationally
on evolving global perspectives on cultural heritage
management and cultural landscapes. He has been a
regular visitor to Asia and lectured in various countries,
including China, India, Vietnam, Indonesia, Japan and
Thailand. Latest publications: K. Taylor & G Verdini
(2022) Management Planning for Cultural Heritage.
Places and Their Significance, Routledge; and K. Silva,
K. Taylor & D Jones (2023) The Routledge Handbook
of Cultural Landscape Heritage in the Asia-Pacific,
Routledge.
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Prof. Ken TAYLOR

Emeritus Professor, The Australian National University

Ken Taylor S8R##% JBIMNE 7 K2

The Role of The Cultural Landscape Construct:
Linking Rural Settlements & Rural Revitalisation Initiatives
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Unlike the Mainland’s “Beautiful Countryside Strategy,”
rediscoveries of human landscape in Southern China,
particularly within Hong Kong, are by no means planned
under any official policy. The progression of recognizing
the significance of one’s own identity has enabled a
rethinking of re-connections between people and place
as well as tradition and time. Contemporary overarching
“green” thinking builds up the backbone for reconciliation
between urban developments and natural environments.
Rural settlements or urban villages that were once
forgotten and dilapidated are now providing possibilities
for urban dwellers and rural residents to re-imagine their
possible futures. What is critical in Hong Kong to revive the
rural settlements lies in its unique historical background,
living cultural tradition and unbroken overseas connection.
Due its particular location within the Greater Bay Area,
the cultural landscape model of its rural settlements has a
relevance in both geographical and historical dimensions
in Southern China.

Wallace Chang

Fellow of HKIA; Registered Architect in Hong Kong
and China; Authorized Person; Associate Professor,
Department of Architecture, HKU; Chairman of |a Space;
Director of the Urban Place Research Unit; Visiting Scholar
in Harvard-Yenching Institute, Harvard University; Advisory
Committee Member on Revitalization of Historic Buildings.
He is both an architectural practitioner and theorist on urban
design, cutural conservation and community participation.
His award-winning designs range from urban washroom
to university academic building. Also, he is a social activist
to promote civil consciousness, community conservation
and sustainable planning. His latest research, Kai Tak River
Green Corridor Community Education Project (HKADC
2013 Award of Arts Education, International Award for
Public Art 2015), focuses on cultural identity and urban
sustainability issues in Hong Kong and southern Chinese
cities that resulted in his publication Rediscovery of Cultural
Landscapes in Southern China. He was awarded Certificate
of Commendation by the Secretary for Home Affairs in
2015.

Prof. Wallace CHANG
Department of Architecture, The University of Hong Kong
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Rediscovery of Human Landscape in Southern China
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Prof. ZHANG Yue
School of Architecture, Tsinghua University

RIRHIR BERBREDL FERSINERMALR&E

The Zoning and Strategies of China Rural
Development under the New National
Territorial Spatial Planning

T EERBEA TR ESNER D R R

By systematically analyzing the new national territorial
spatial planning, a new classification framework for
rural development and construction is put forward,
and different development objectives and strategies
in three zones are further summarized, including the
urban-rural integration and high-quality development in
urbanized areas, the county-level coordination in main
agricultural production areas, as well as the establishment
of compensation and transfer payment mechanism in
ecological functional areas. In conclusion, the distribution
and quantity map of the national rural county-units in the
“three zones” is proposed.

Zhang Yue

Professor at Tsinghua University and the director of the
Tsinghua Rural Construction Research Institute. His main
research field is urban and rural planning and design. He
has served as the executive board member of the Urban
Planning Society of China, deputy director of the Urban
and Rural Planning Teaching Steering Committee of the
Chinese Ministry of Education. Prof. Zhang’s publications
include “New Era Rural Planning” and “Handbook for
County and Town Rural Planning”; his academic awards
include the Asia Pacific Gold and Global Bronze of
Holcim Awards for Sustainable Construction, and China
National Urban and Rural Planning and Design Award.
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Prof. LAM Wai-fung

Department of Politics and Public Administration; Centre for Civil

Society and Governance, The University of Hong Kong

MHEZER BBRBERRAHTHERRIE
BEBREARTSHEIAENR D OB

The Role of Universities in Rural Revitalization

REEBIIREFHAE

Rural areas are social-ecological systems constitutive
of intricate nature-human interface and complex social
interaction; fostering rural revitalization, therefore, calls for
careful harnessing of the social-ecological dynamics and also
effective development of systemic robustness to shocks
and disturbances. A key to success of these processes is
an ample supply of social entrepreneurs and change-makers
who are able to innovate and, more importantly, act on
novel ideas, to leverage resources from across different
sectors for collaborative actions, and to create and sustain
social momentum for sustainability goals. In incubating
and nurturing social innovation and entrepreneurship,
universities have important roles to play.

Drawing upon HKU's experiences of action research on
rural revitalization, this talk describes the different incubation
strategies we have developed to incubate social innovations
and nurture entrepreneurship. Particular attention is given
to how these strategies together could contribute to
the building of a vibrant ecosystem in which cross-sector
collaborations and sustainability stewardship can  thrive.
The potential and limitations of these strategies will also be
examined.

LAM Wai-Fung

Head of the Department of Politics and Public
Administration, Director of the Centre for Civil Society
and Governance, and Co-Director of the Centre for
Water Technology and Policy, at The University of Hong
Kong. His research has evolved around policy process
and analysis, the commons, social innovation, civil society,
and public governance, with a focus on the design of
efficient institutional arrangements. In recent years, he
has extended his expertise in institutional analysis to the
building of sustainable and inclusive communities. His
publications have appeared in Journal of Rural Studies,
Governance, Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly,
Voluntus, Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis, Policy
Sciences, and World Development.
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Japan

Rural planning in Japan has gradually shifted its focus
from earlier efforts in the 1960s to enhance agricutural
production and income through mechanization and land
consolidation, to improving rural living standards through
infrastructure and facility development in the 1970s. Since
the 2000s, the focus has further shifted towards addressing
issues caused by the aging and decreasing population
and community development. Although rural areas
have undergone aesthetic development, comparable
to urban areas, the challenges posed by an aging and
declining population have intensified, particularly in
mountainous regions where the number of communities
facing the crisis of survival, known as “marginal hamlets,”
is rapidly increasing. To revitalize rural areas under these
circumstances, it is crucial to involve various stakeholders
and introduce new technologies, which present significant
challenges. This presentation provides an overview of the
past and current situation of rural planning in Japan, while
examining future directions and challenges for rural areas.

Kenichiro ONITSUKA

After completing his master's degree in agriculture,
specializing in rural planning, Kenichiro Onitsuka gained
nearly 10 years of experience in the software development
industry. In 2010, he embarked on an academic career at
Kyoto University, enrolling in a doctoral course and focusing
on rural community development through the application
of new technologies, particularly social media. With the
challenges of aging and depopulation reaching critical levels
in numerous rural communities, the restructuring of rural
social networks involving diverse stakeholders within and
outside the community has become imperative. Since 2015,
his research interests have expanded to include additional
communication and visualization technologies, such as 3D
modeling, virtual reality/augmented reality (VR/AR), and
drones, within the realm of rural planning. Simultaneously,
he has also directed his attention to addressing the negative
consequences of technological integration, such as the
erosion of strong social ties and the declining value of human
resources due to mechanization.

Prof. Kenichiro ONITSUKA

Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies, Kyoto University
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Past, Present and Future of Rural Planning in
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Prof. PAN Xi
School of Architecture and Art Design, Beijing Jiaotong University

Rural Engagement & Community

BRI ERBAERRHEEN B

Architecture as Social Process: The Practice of
BJTU WZQ Team in Rural Area

BREATEIBE — EILBBNAREREE

IUCN-Wuzhigiao  Community-based  Environmental
Education Centre is a public welfare project conducted
by a team of university student volunteers. The project is
located in a village in northern China named Xiaowopu.
The village, as the water source of Beijing, is a site of
the project “Mega-cities and their Watersheds: Nature-
based Solutions for Sustainable Drinking Water Sources”
funded by EU China. Since 2017, over 200 volunteers
have worked in this village. Taking “Architecture as Social
Process” as the principal idea, the project has built a series
of public spaces and facilities including a community centre,
an open-air theatre, a public square, a community kitchen,
a water-taking facility and barrier-free structures, and
provided various social services, such as environmental
education, clean energy promotion, medical consultation,
smartphone using skill training and craftsmen training,
in order to improve the living environment and social
vitality of the community, and enhance its sustainable
development.

PAN Xi

Full Professor at the School of Architecture and Art
Design, Beijing Jiaotong University. She received her
bachelor’s degree and Ph.D. in architecture from
Tsinghua University, and visited Harvard University
and the University of Sheffield in 2022 and 2012. Xi
Pan’s study focuses on vernacular architecture and
architectural anthropology, and has been funded by
The National Natural Science Foundation and National
Social Science Foundation of China. She has published
several books such as Building Paradigm of Naxi
Vernacular Architecture and Architecture and Cultural
Anthropology, and was awarded “the Young Academic
Leader in Social Science” by Beijing Social Science
Foundation.
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Gao Dang Village in Zhenning Buyi Miao Autonomous
County, Guizhou Province is a Buyi village located in the
karst mountainous area and listed in the second batch
of National Traditional Villages. Since 2015, the team of
School of Architecture, Tsinghua University, together with
Anshun Architectural Design Institute, has been rooted in
the village for seven years to carry out village protection
and renewal construction services. The team, together
with the villagers™ collective, local government, relevant
enterprises and cooperatives, and experts and scholars,
formed a co-creation group, built a 5-step working
method of “investigation and research - cohesion and
recognition - planning and consultation - construction and
implementation - feedback and adjustment”, and built
a mechanism of “joint participation, joint planning, joint
construction, joint sharing and joint governance”. The co-
creation mechanism is established to gather the recognition
and protection of cuttural heritage values of villages, optimize
and enhance the spatial pattern of ecological and livable
villages, promote the adaptive renewal of public space and
residential architecture of villages, and finally promote the
protection and sustainable development of villages.

ZHOU Zhengxu

Associate Professor in School of Architecture, Tsinghua
University. He received Bachelor of Architecture and
Doctor of Engineering in Urban and Rural Planning
both in Tsinghua University. He is Deputy Secretary-
General of the Academic Committee of Mountain
Urban and Rural Planning of the Chinese Society for
Urban Planning, Committee Member of the Vernacular
Architecture Branch of the Architecture Society of China,
Member of the Academic Committee of Land and Space
Planning and Research of the China Society of Natural
Resource. His research interest is traditional settlement
and rural study. He has published 4 monographs and
more than 60 academic papers. He won the Landscape
of the Year Award in World Architecture Festival 2022,
IFLA AAPME Awards 2022 Built Projects: Culture and
Traditions, Award of Excellence.

38

Prof. ZHOU Zhengxu
School of Architecture, Tsinghua University

BHERBEES

Rural Construction Practice for a Sustainable Future:
Case of Gaodang Buyi Village
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Hong Kong's recent countryside conservation policy
encourages eco-cultural conservation and university-
village partnerships. Two cases each from remote Sha
Tau Kok and Lantau Island are reviewed to explore
more holistic, collaborative rural revitalisation. For Sha
Tau Kok: In Mui Tsz Lam, experimental architectural
demonstrations through co-creation engaging university,
villagers and volunteers in actual rebuilding has kickstarted
other revitalization intiatives. At Kuk Po, architectural
rehabilitation established an education base to enable
multi-disciplinary action research and experiential learning
with villager participation. For South Lantau: historic
dwellings in coastal Shui Hau are restored to enable
villager-led co-operatives and cultural conservation,
while for highland Lantau Mountain Camp, resident-
supported revamp of historic stone cabin combines with
nature conservation and visitor impact studies. Beyond
hardware restitution, these cases demonstrate the
importance of software revival, through open-minded,
proactive interaction and sustained collaboration of multi-
generational stakeholders, to take ownership of the
revitalisation process.

Thomas CHUNG
Associate Professor at the School of Architecture;
graduated from the University of Cambridge. Thomas has
been active in curating, exhibiting and steering the HK-SZ
Bi-City Biennale of Urbanism\Architecture UABB since
2008, co-curated the 2018 Venice Biennale Hong Kong
Pavilion. Thomas’ international award-wining projects
Value Farm (2013) and Floating fields (2015) fused
ecological design with socially innovative public space.
His current research in countryside conservation is
driven by regenerative design, interdisciplinary action-
research and co-creation for well-being. With substantial
design research in rural Mui Tsz Lam, Kuk Po and Lantau
Island, Thomas leads a multi-disciplinary team comprising
architecture, anthropology, geography and life sciences,
and are dedicated to developing a viable stewardship
model towards sustainable countryside futures for all.

Prof. Thomas CHUNG
School of Architecture, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

BRTEIBR EBPXREEZLEMR

Towards Collaborative Revitalization: Cases in Mui
Tsz Lam, Kuk Po and Lantau
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Prof. ZHU Jingxiang
Associate Professor, Director of BSSc Programme, School of Architecture

REEPEIER BEBPUREEESM

Zhu Jingxiang is Associate Professor of the School of Architecture, CUHK. His
research focuses on new spatial structures, lightweight building systems and
sustainable building technologies.

Zhu has completed dozens of built projects in Mainland China and Kenya, and has
won the China Innovator of the Year Award in Architecture from The Wall Street
Journal in 2012, First Prize of Local Academia in the Hong Kong Construction
Industry Council Innovation Award 2015, Technique Exploration Award and Youth
Explorer Finalist Award in the 4th China Architecture Media Awards 2016. He also
designed Dou Pavilion for China’s national pavilion at the |5th Venice Architecture
Biennale 2016.

Prof. Sidney C. H. CHEUNG
Professor, Department of Anthropology

REBER BTBERXKRBAEER

Sidney C. H. CHEUNG is Professor of the Department of Anthropology and
Associate Director of the Centre for Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Studies,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong. His research interests include visual
anthropology, anthropology of tourism, heritage studies, food and identity,
fragrance and ethnicity; his co-edited books include Tourism, Anthropology
and China (White Lotus, 2001), The Globalization of Chinese Food
(RoutledgeCurzon, 2002), food and Foodways in Asia: Resource, Tradition and
Cooking (Routledge, 2007), and Rethinking Asian Food Heritage (Foundation of
Chinese Dietary Culture, Taiwan, 2014). In recent years, he has studied coastal
wetland communities and the relationship between wetland conservation and
agricultural development. His latest book Hong Kong Foodways (HKU Press,
2022) relates food production and consumption to ecology, migration, and
globalization in the context of Hong Kong as a fast-changing society in East Asia.

CUHK X WZQ Rural Revitalization Symposium 2023

Prof. Hiroyuki SHINOHARA

Assistant Professor, School of Architecture

BREZBERE BETIABREDE

Hiroyuki Shinohara is Assistant Professor at the School of Architecture, CUHK.
Before joining CUHK, he was an Assistant Professor in Architecture and Built
Environment at the University of Nottingham, Ningbo. Before joining academia,
Hiroyuki practised at international architecture firms as a lead designer. At
AECOM, Shanghai, he was an Associate Director and led teams in Architecture
and Urbanism for integrated architecture and urban design projects. At Perkins &
Will, Shanghai, he was the Director of Design Practice in charge of architectural
design, quality assurance, and delivery of projects.

His current research direction brings together craft, material, and technology to
evaluate and upgrade the use of local materials and traditional making techniques
for contemporary architectural design. He also researches on type and typology
and the idea of the city, examining the dominant architectural types of cities and
their social implications.

Prof. Maggie MA KINGSLEY

Assistant Professor, School of Architecture

BRIGMEHIR TEPXREZLEMR

Maggie Ma Kingsley graduated from the Chinese University of Hong Kong. She
is an architect with both commercial and community experience in practice.
Since 2010, she has been focusing her career on social projects, specialising in
people-based, socially sustainable design. In 2013, Maggie and Mark Kingsley set
up Domat, a not-for-profit architectural practice to realise contextual projects in
Hong Kong and Mainland China through design, research and implementation.

Maggie's works attempt to provide creative architectural design with social
sustainability, focusing on the relationship with people and exploring housing
issues, habitation and educational spaces. Through Domat, Maggie has completed
several rural village educational projects in Mainland China and is working with
underprivileged communities in Hong Kong, including improving the living
conditions of families in sub-divided homes, and research on community spaces in
old areas facing urban renewal.
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Mr. CHEN Jun
Ph.D. Candidate, School of Architecture

WELE BETXASREER

Chen Jun is a Ph.D. Candidate in Architecture at The Chinese University of Hong
Kong. He holds a master’s degree in architecture from Tongji University and has
pursued graduate studies at Technische Universitdt Berlin. His research focuses
on interdisciplinary collaboration in contemporary Chinese architecture, rural
rehabilitation, and architectural pedagogy. He has published several academic
articles, including one in Architectural Journal (Beijing) and a conference paper in
the proceedings of IASS202 1. Seeing architecture’s dependency as an opportunity,
Chen Jun actively engages in collaborations within his design practices, including a
pavilion for urban farmers at the Shanghai Urban Space Art Season 2023.

Ms. Miriam LEE
Research Associate, School of Architecture

FEIS/NE BBTXREELER

Miriam Lee is a professional consultant in ESG, sustainability and community
development. She has solid and extensive experience in leading and executing
research projects in Hong Kong, Asia Pacific and beyond, with field work in areas
of architecture, geography, natural science, resources management, cultural
studies and community development. She has been engaged in a wide range of
professional practices with governmental organisations, universities and private
entities in over 20 countries and on all 7 continents. Her recent research interests
are cultural heritage in natural conservation areas, post-disaster recovery and
coastal communities.

She holds an MA from the University of York, UK and is pursuing a PhD degree in
Architecture at CUHK. She is a member of the Society of Woman Geographers,
fellow of World Institute of Sustainable Development Planners, and founder
member of Island Studies Network.

CUHK X WZQ Rural Revitalization Symposium 2023

Dr. Jimmy HO
Lecturer, School of Architecture
A FEEL FBPXKREBEESRR

Jimmy Ho is a multidisciplinary designer and researcher focusing on redesigning
processes for well-being and communities. He received his Bachelor's degree in
2012 and Master's degree in 2014 at The Chinese University of Hong Kong. Since
then, he completed a range of projects from small-scale exhibitions to urban-level
redevelopment. He co-designed the opening exhibition, Tai Kwun 100, for the Centre
of Heritage and Arts which received international awards including Frame Award and
Design For Asia Award in 2018. His expertise in architectural design, interior design,
exhibition design, project management and curatorial management has enabled him to
participate in a wide range of projects, including architectural restoration, countryside
regeneration and community engagement as research co-investigators.

In 2023, he received his doctoral degree with his dissertation titled "Redesigning
and Evaluating Primary School Spaces for Wellbeing in Hong Kong: A Systematic
Approach".

Ms. TIAN Fang

Lecturer, Kunming University of Science and Technology

HI5HEE ERETAR

Ms. TIAN Fang is a lecturer at the Faculty of Architecture and City Planning,
Kunming University of Science and Technology (KUST). Her research interests
include rammed earth construction, traditional settlement conservation, vernacular
architecture and sense of place. Concurrently, she worked as an architect
and Ph.D. researcher at One University One Village (1U1V) at the School
of Architecture, Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK). In her projects,
vernacular wisdom and traditional materials are innovatively used to promote
sustainable rural development. Her projects have won several international
awards and she has participated in several creative exhibitions on earth materials.
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prototype and trial JRZE At R Al

We are a multi-disciplinary team of academics and
professionals dedicated to rural revitalisation in Hong Kong
and beyond. Our mission involves conserving cultural heritage,
rehabilitating rural architecture and village landscapes, forging
urban and rural studies, improving ecology and promoting
conservation education.

We have expertise ranging from Architectural
Conservation & Design, Anthropology, Cultural & Historical
Studies, Geography & Resource Management, Biodiversity &
Ecological Studies, Environmental Monitoring, Sustainability,
Visitor Management and Education. Our approach emphasises
rural placemaking & co-creation, integration of research with
teaching and experiential learning, public dissemination via
curation and exhibition, and advocacy for policy improvements.

The team is setting up a research unit to further facilitate
and strengthen the interflow and synergy between various
disciplines of research. The team has also been awarded the
competitive Sustainable Knowledge Transfer Project Fund
(S-KPF) from CUHK to transform social innovation ideas in
rural revitalisation into social enterprise.

curation and exhibition F/RX/ZE
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CUHK Research

Project Plum Grove I:
Revitalising Mui Tsz Lam with Experimental Restorations

ETHEBHE()  BRUBRIEERE

Project Plum Grove | revitalizes Mui Tsz Lam, a
remote 360-year-old Hakka village in Sha Tau Kok, through
experimental architectural demonstrations with participatory co-
creation. After studying the village’s authentic cultural landscape
of rowhouses, feng shui woods, paddy terraces with stream,
we revived two ruined houses at either end of the village,
conserving past heritage and exploring rural living for the village's
future flourishing. Old House: originally a 3-bay dwelling with
lightwell and Mural House: a single-bay rowhouse.

Three design principles were used: 1) In-situ: excavate
artefacts and reuse materials, rammed earth reconstruction,
2) Light-touch interventions: scaffolding and timber-bamboo
panelling, 3) Co-creating participatory revitalisation. Over
two years, we engaged returning villagers, students, volunteers
and professionals in brainstorming, co-designing, experiential
learning, on-site making and continuing operation.

A “Blossoming Festival” celebrated the completion of the
two restored houses that became multi-use settings for display,
trial events and workshops. With over 200 visitors including
government officials, neighbouring villagers, professionals and
university dignitaries attending, the lively festival was well-
received with widespread media coverage.

Collaborator: Hong Kong Institute of Construction

Supporting Organisation: |-CARE CUHK

Sponsor: Countryside Conservation Funding Scheme, Countryside
Conservation Office, Environment & Ecology Bureau
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Project Plum Grove II:

CUHK Research

Restoring Old House for Village Community
BT MEBFTEID) KEMN LR Z B EIEFE

Project Plum Grove Il continues our work in Mui Tsz Lam.
Building from experiences in Phase |, we conserve the Old
House as a Village Community Hub, using hybrid system of
modern structures with local materials to continue its reuse.

Building materials in Phase | are carefully dismantled and
stored for reuse and reassembly in the village. Upon completion,
the project will become a permanent base for nurturing a
renewed rural living culture in modern-day setting. Restoring
the Hakka lightwell and its kitchen setting with brick stove,
chimney and firewood storage celebrates traditional gourmet
culture. Architectural features including skylights and water tank
will be given a new lease of life by sustainable technologies such
as photovoltaic system and rainwater harvesting.

Through a series of knowledge sharing sessions, capacity
building workshops and community festival, we aim to engage
and unite current stakeholders such as villagers, NGOs and
volunteer groups as well as interested newcomers. This
process facilitates dialogues, co-learning and shared actions for
formulating a feasible management plan. The trial results explore
a future operation mode beyond the project, generating future
visions for sustaining Mui Tsz Lam’s longevity as a whole.

Supporting Organisation: |-CARE CUHK
Sponsor: Countryside Conservation Funding Scheme, Countryside
Conservation Office, Environment & Ecology Bureau
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CUHK Research

From Valley to Plain I:

Conservation and Revitalisation from “Ng To” to Kuk Po River and
Plain via Multi-disciplinary, Educational and Action Research

BERREE(—) (A MBS ET X FRNZ 2RURE
HERTINEEVR

From Valley to Plain II:

CUHK Research

Architectural Rehabilitation for Integrated, Co-creative Eco-living

Experience in Tin Sum Village, Kuk Po

WARB(D): BEAEEONEEEE

HA B A RIS ER

From Valley to Plain | pioneers a university-village
sustainable conservation partnership in Kuk Po, a 300-year-
old Hakka village nestling from valley to plain in the southern
coast of Starling Inlet. Kuk Po has diverse natural habitats and
rich agricultural heritage. For centuries it had also been the
hub for villagers of Hing Chun Yeuk to travel onwards to the
market town of Sha Tau Kok, and a rest-stop in between these
excursions. The exodus of villagers from [960s onwards has
however left much of the village desolate.

The CUHK multidisciplinary research team (anthropology,
architecture, geography and life sciences) has been working
in Kuk Po for nearly 2 years to discover the village’s intriguing
history, architecture and landscape, economy as well as the
ecological assets of its physical geography. The team studied
and restored the Yeung's 3-bay Hakka row house in Ng To,
the innermost hamlet in the valley, and repurposed it as an
educational research base. With an exhibition showcasing Kuk
Po’s rich eco-cultural heritages, the team has trained villagers
as docents, developing guided tours, hands-on workshops,
service-learning and school experiential learning programmes.

Supporting Organisation: |-CARE CUHK
Sponsor: Countryside Conservation Funding Scheme, Countryside
Conservation Office, Environment & Ecology Bureau
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From Valley to Plain Il forms phase Il of our Kuk Po
projects. This action research harnesses interdisciplinary
knowledge as well as professional expertise in architectural
conservation and sustainable farming practices to co-create
with stakeholders a comprehensive setting for eco-living and
cultural experiences in Hong Kong's countryside. Insights from
our previous phase from Valley to Plain | will be expanded into
Tin Sum village of the Kuk Po plains. Our project centres on
rehabilitating the Lee family’s 90-plus-year-old historic hybrid
mansion and its adjacent farmlands. Together, this ensemble
comprises one of Kuk Po's largest residential compounds,
reflecting Kuk Po's varied histories through the 20th century.

While working in synch with the Lee family, the
project team’s longer-term aim is to further consolidate our
experience and conservation efforts in Kuk Po, synergising
with the enthusiasm and resilience of Kuk Po’s various villager
surnames and households to develop beyond the project site,
collaborating with villagers and other like-minded organisations
so as to regenerate Kuk Po's diverse landscape overall.

Supporting Organisation: |-CARE CUHK
Sponsor: Countryside Conservation Funding Scheme, Countryside
Conservation Office, Environment & Ecology Bureau
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CUHK Research

Regenerating the Landscape of Lantau Mountain Camp:
Co-creative Architectural Restoration & Natural Conservation

through Participatory Initiative

EBFEEE FEHETHHAREREELERRE

Regenerating Shui Hau:

Developing Sustainable Village Revitalisation in Lantau South through
Heritage Restoration, Cultural Conservation & Village Co-operatives

BHKO DRERE. XURENNREFLHEARIER
SRR

CUHK Research

This three-year conservation management agreement
features Hong Kong's highest architectural restoration project,
and champions comprehensive conservation for Lantau
Mountain Camp, a century-old hill station of 19 stone cabins,
its several amenity structures and trail network on the highland
saddle between Sunset Peak and Yi Tung Shan.

The Camp was established by missionaries stationing in
South China and Hong Kong. Over the century the campers
gathered here every summer from their evangelical missions
and social services, keeping the area and the mountain trails
in decent condition at their own expenses. The absence of
electricity supply and accessibility only on foot have kept life on
the mountain reminiscent of a quaint indigenous Chinese village
notwithstanding modernisation and changes of the society.

Conceived together with Camp residents, this project co-
creates a sustainable conservation plan through interdisciplinary
research (Architecture, Anthropology, Cultural & Religious
Studies, Life Sciences, Geography & Resource Management)
and participatory initiatives to preserve cultural heritage,
record the area’s biodiversity, manage visitor impact, enhance
conservation awareness and promote care for Lantau Mountain
Camp's longer-term stewardship.

Collaborator: Lantau Mountain Camp Residents Association
Sponsor: Lantau Conservation Fund, Sustainable Lantau Office,
Development Bureau

52

BEEAPIFNREERE S, HEHE
BEREESERE, jf]&ﬁ'a/%/#j%%
NEREBIED, BRI AU AL
HMIRILMIEZRE, 1920 FRERN, B8
19 EESNRRIEM R B O BIA R HAb e, /8
BHERHERIKEERMEBNIINEREH
FH LS ERVMNBESE TEFERK,
TSN EENREGE, BB
HBEREENEHRLE, BEEE B8R
BEHHE mMARRLSTHE. BELUT
W‘ia,uﬁéxﬁ W EMEEEMAREEH
HANINER,

KETEREEEERABESR, BBE
BRUfR (BE. ANE2. Kﬂcﬁriﬁzﬁﬁ
SRl HEBEREREIE) /,J‘Iiﬂ
T%QEEEL LR, OBRRRLIAERR DM,
MRBEETE. RAREEH, MEER
EELHEEMENREREMER,

WIEER: WMBELRRBE
BEEN BERBUBENERERARIREES

This conservation management agreement project at
Shui Hau aims to preserve the 350-year-old village’s distinctive
mountain-village-bay landscape. Tucked behind a total sandflat-
wetland rich with biodiversity, the multi-lineage coastal
settlement boasts traditions, agrarian lifestyle and gastronomy
from mixing of Waitau, Hakka and Hoklo ethnicities.

The project restores selected historic buildings in
disrepair, enhance village fabric to complete landscape, record
disappearing traditions and stories to to preserve cultural
heritage, and set up villager-led farming and living culture co-
operatives to renew crafts, reinvent eco-living and empower
community. The project aims to impact villagers between
generations to nearby communities on Lantau, as well as
raising public awareness and inviting public participation through
workshops, tours, books and online publicity.

The multi-disciplinary team in architecture, urban studies
and anthropology works hand-in-hand with dedicated villagers
to steer conservation through restoring hardware to motivate
community-building software, synergise with other conservation
efforts in the vicinity and integrated regeneration of unique eco-
cultural identity and natural assets with long term stewardship.

Collaborator: Urban Diary
Sponsor: Lantau Conservation Fund, Sustainable Lantau Office,
Development Bureau

KORBEEEHGZSTERESR 350 ZF
B, ZHRBEREHNBESLTEESE,
KOMMR KRR, BREYSEEE
SR, BEEB. ERMBERS
FEGEE. 2R 4ETFEMRE L.

TEHEKIE A EENNEARERES
HEE, HENEEBHREATEXHWSEE,
[EEFRC 8k E 7B R B SR AN RS DURRE S
EBE, TEITNRISEHNEMMEFRNE
B3, DBRFZERFIE. RERRRE
TEIER FAT BB RN . FTEEEIR
L B BB AR E, BB TIE. %gﬁ\
EHENE T EERSAREHTHBZARS
Bl

Z<o

BERE. WHHRIMAEEZEHNE
BHNEREMOINREFTAE, BRRE
BHREHBEXNURE, NBEHRER
B, IR EMRE TIEEEBRIER,
REMREEFHEEUIMBERER,

WEBEA: W HER
EHEN BREUFENGFSERNEIREES

53



CUHK Research

Re-telling the Yung Shue Au Story:

Co-creating Rural Place with Experimental Communal Hub

and Eco-Cultural Trail

BEERMMNEE  BRERAHRSMK AAXNEHAIMNEE

The village of Yung Shue Au, meaning “Banyan Tree Pass”,
was established more than 300 years ago at the northeastern
cape of New Territories. Though not part of Hing Chun Yeuk
historically, Yung Shue Au is in close proximity with other
villages of Sha Tau Kok area. Until a few decades ago this single-
patrilineage Hakka settlement thrived on agriculture, and was
self-sustaining with its own school and pier. In 1970s and earlier
1980s a British military outpost was erected here to guard
against illegal immigrants.

This action research is encapsulated in designing and
establishing a communal, multiple-functioned Experimental
Community Hub and an Eco-Cultural Trail for Yung Shue Au to
steer making place initiatives with villagers, strengthen villager
fraternity, carry on their cultural heritage, showcase cultural and
ecological points of interests, disseminate the story of Yung Shue
Au, and facilitates further interdisciplinary research on history
and sociality of the people as well as the natural environment of
Yung Shue Au. The sustainable multi-purpose micro-architecture
to be erected in this remote part of countryside areas will
also demonstrate collaborative stewardship of countryside
conservation.

Collaborator: Management Association of Yung Shue Au Village
Sha Tau Kok

Sponsor: Countryside Conservation Funding Scheme, Countryside
Conservation Office, Environment & Ecology Bureau
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Fu Tei Au Village as a Pilot Study

CUHK Research

A Co-create Approach to Regeneration of Village Communities

PRI HHT

This study explored co-creative regeneration for Fu Tei Au
Village, Sheung Shui a non-indigenous village at the urban-rural
interface. Baseline field survey and analysis were completed
covering: historical, religious and ritual structures, representative
vernacular dwellings, basic ecological and landscape features.
This work was elaborated with stakeholder engagement, which
led to the main content for the subsequent public exhibition. In
parallel, two courses were developed for CUHK architecture
students, an elective which facilitated in-depth villager
engagement, and a design studio that produced preliminary
proposals to raise discussion for the village's future.

Working with local welfare NGO Hong Kong Lutheran
Social Service (HKLSS), the project team contributed to the
project “Cultural Revitalisation Project at Fu Tei Au Tsuen”
that received funding from the Countryside Conservation
Funding Scheme. As Co-Investigator for this project, CUHK
prepared the public exhibition and related publication. This
greatly encouraged the village community to further focus their
commitment and energy to making it a sustainable enterprise.
We continue to collaborate with villagers and NGOs to develop
further phases of Fu Tei Au’s regeneration.

Collaborator: Shek Wu Lutheran Community Development
Project, Hong Kong Lutheran Social Service
Supporting Party: Fu Tei Au Village Resident Welfare Association
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CUHK Countryside Conservation Research Team

Team Leader Thomas CHUNG (ARC)

Faculty Members Jimmy HO (ARC)
Sarah LEE (ARC)
Maggie MA KINGSLEY (ARC)
Hiroyuki SHINOHARA (ARC)
Sidney CHEUNG (ANT)
Jerome HUI (SLS)
Martin TSUI (SLS)
David LAU (SLS)
Johnson CHAN (GRM)
Joanna LEE (GRM)

Team members  Miriam LEE, Lincoln CHAN, Sam CHAN,
Ellie CHOW, Ivan LAM, Joshua LAM,
TIAN Fang, WEN Rui, Kani AU, Matthew
CHENG, Jack CHEUNG, Joy SIT, Isabel
WONG, Yutaka YANO

Countryside Curators

Countryside Curators is a social enterprise set up in April 2023
with the support of CIHK Sustainable Knowledge Transfer Project
Fund (S-KPF) from CUHK. The social enterprise aims to translate
multidisciplinary research, social innovation and educational
values into practical, valued-added programmes and consultancy
services for rural revitalisation and countryside conservation.
(Directors: Miriam LEE, Jimmy HO, Thomas CHUNG)

Symposium Organisation

Organising K.S. WONG, Thomas CHUNG,

Committee Sidney CHEUNG, Jimmy HO, Miriam LEE,
TIAN Fang, WZQ team

Venue & Exhibition Lincoln CHAN, Ellie CHOW

Media broadcast TIAN Fang, WEN Rui

Graphics & Editing  JIN Yuan, Jovian WONG, YUAN Lingyun

Interviews Miriam LEE, Jimmy HO, Sam CHAN

Team Yammy CHAN Suet Ying, CHIU Lok Yin,
Jen CHU Ching Lam, LI Yixuan, LI Yuke,
WONG Yuk Yiu, Oscar XU Jiuyun,
Anthony WOO, WZQ Interns

MC GONG Yidan

Admin Isabel WONG, School of Architecture
General Office, CUHK
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