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Rural Revitalization Symposium 2023:
Over 20 National & International Experts Celebrated
Achievements in Regenerating Rural Heritage & Community

Over 20 experts from mainland China, Hong Kong, Australia and Japan presented their latest research,
projects and academic insights at the inaugural Rural Revitalization Symposium at the School of Architecture,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong on 24 August 2023, Thursday.

The one-day symposium, co-hosted by CUHK and the Wu Zhi Qiao (Bridge to China) Charitable Foundation,
was the opening event of the 50th anniversary of the Social Science Faculty of CUHK. Sessions exploring rural
heritage conservation, landscapes, policy, and engagement through international lenses were shared to a
live audience of 150, plus over 10,000 online participants.

Professor Wong Kam-sing, Chairman of Wu Zhi Qiao (Bridge to China) Charitable Foundation, addressed the
event, “WZQ integrates the diverse talents of youth actively participating in low-carbon rural architecture, in a
bid to support sustainable development.” Professor Chiu Chi-yue, Dean of Social Science, CUHK, highlighted
the meaningful efforts of the CUHK countryside conservation team led by Professor Thomas Chung of the
School of Architecture, and encouraged researchers and students to look for multi-disciplinary teaching and
learning opportunities in rural revitalisation.

The Symposium was accompanied by the 5-day Xue Wu Zhi Annual Interflow Camp that connected university
students from mainland China and Hong Kong by visiting rural project sites of the CUHK research team

together with symposium scholars. A multi-media exhibition at the event venue showcasing CUHK’s various
countryside regeneration projects is presented by Countryside Curators Ltd., a social enterprise supported by
CUHK’S-KPF dedicated to regenerating remote Hong Kong communities by reconnecting people to place with
a collaborative approach to create positive social impacts.

The Symposium was concluded by a roundtable discussion on the futures of the countryside, learning from
mainland China and way forward for Hong Kong. Discussions emphasized community empowerment and
the common cause of reimagining rural-urban understanding. The hosts anticipated more collaborations
between universities in research and youth exchange to champion the regeneration of rural heritage and
community in Hong Kong, mainland China and beyond.
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1 Professor Chiu Chi-yue, Dean of the Social Science Faculty, CUHK
delivered his welcoming speech to open the Symposium, which
encouraged students and researchers to learn from rural living.

2  Professor Wong Kam-sing, Chairman of Wu Zhi Qiao (Bridge to China)
Charitable Foundation emphasised the role of youth participation in
rural revitalisation.

3 Professor Thomas Chung (second from left), leader of the
multidisciplinary countryside conservation team under the School of
Architecture, CUHK, shared with scholars on the team’s effort in
regeneration rural heritage and community in Hong Kong.

4 Over 150 participants gathered at the School of Architecture, CUHK
for the Rural Revitalisation Symposium 2023. Over 10,000 participants
tuned into the live broadcast online simultaneously.

5 Keynote speakers, presenters and supporters of the event (Back row,
from left: Professor Wallace Chang, Professor Pan Xi, Professor Li
Limin, Professor Dan Wenhong, Professor Stephen Tang, Ms Esther
Ma, Ir Dr Edward Chan, Professor Ken Taylor, Professor Huang Yinwu,
Professor Wai-fung Lam. Front row from left: Professor Thomas
Chung, Ir Dr Raymond Chan, Professor Chiu Chi-yue, Professor Wong
Kam-sing, Professor Hendrik Tieben, Professor Zhang Yue, Professor
Mu Jun, Professor Zhou Zhengxu)

6 A multi-media exhibition at the event venue showcasing CUHK'’s
various countryside regeneration projects was presented by
Countryside Curators Ltd.
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semenRr—— W 7 Panel discussion on “Rural Rebuilding” exploring heritage
: conservation from hardware to software

rReg{r‘i]tlalizqt_'ibﬁ i 8 Panel discussion on “Rural Settlements & Landscapes” by scholars

S from mainland China, Hong Kong and Australia

9 Panel discussion on “Rural Planning and Policy” by scholars from
mainland China, Hong Kong and Japan in hybrid mode and live online
translation into English and Chinese.

10 Roundtable discussion emphasizing youth education, community
empowerment and rural-urban reimagination.

RUrGISHIME G v oo e s 11 Professor Thomas Chung, School of Architecture, CUHK countryside
Revitalization S . . .
SyImposidrT Bstps47) eieas conservation team leader and co-founder of the social enterprise

Countryside Curators Ltd, addressing the Symposium audience.

12 Symposium scholars and VIPs enjoying the project exhibition. (from
left: Mr Tsang Yuk On, Professor Lam Kin-che, Professor Lam Chiu-
ying, Thomas Chung, Professor Wong Kam-sing, Professor Stephen
Tang, Professor Hendrik Tieben, Professor Zhang Yue, Professor Li
Limin, Professor Pan Xi)
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Welcoming Speeches

List of speakers, respondents & moderators

Prof. CHIU Chi-yue
Prof. Hendrik TIEBEN

Dean of Social Science, CUHK
Director, School of Architecture, CUHK

Keynote Speeches

Prof. Stephen TANG
Prof. WONG Kam-sing

Head, Countryside Conservation Office
Chairman, Wu Zhi Qiao (Bridge to China) Charitable Foundation

Panel 1 — Rural Rebuilding

Prof. MU Jun

Prof. HUANG Yinwu
Prof. ZHOU Tiegang
Respondent

Moderator

School of Architecture & Urban Planning, Beijing University of Civil Engineering &
Architecture

School of Design, Shanghai Jiao Tong University
School of Civil Engineering, Xian University of Architecture & Technology
Prof. ZHU Jingxiang, School of Architecture, CUHK

Mr CHEN Jun, School of Architecture, CUHK

Panel 2 — Rural Settlements & Landscapes

Prof. DAN Wenhong
Prof. LI Limin

Prof. Ken TAYLOR
Prof. Wallace CHANG
Respondent

Moderator

Guizhou Normal University

College of Architecture, Xian University of Architecture and Technology
The Australian National University

Department of Architecture, University of Hong Kong

Prof. Sidney CHEUNG, Department of Anthropology, CUHK

Ms Miriam LEE, School of Architecture, CUHK

Panel 3 — Rural Policy & Planning

Prof. ZHANG Yue

Prof. LAM Wai-fung

Prof. Kenichiro ONITSUKA
Respondent

Moderator

School of Architecture, Tsinghua University

Centre for Civil Society and Governance, University of Hong Kong
Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
Prof. Hiroyuki SHINOHARA, School of Architecture, CUHK

Dr Jimmy HO, School of Architecture, CUHK

Panel 4 — Rural Engagement & Community

Prof. PAN Xi

Prof. ZHOU Zhengxu
Prof. Thomas CHUNG
Respondent

Moderator
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School of Architecture and Art Design, Beijing Jiaotong University
School of Architecture, Tsinghua University

School of Architecture, CUHK

Prof. Maggie MA, School of Architecture, CUHK

Ms Tian FANG, School of Architecture, CUHK
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